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Tripura
ChiefMlllister
Manik Sarkar
recently held a
meeting with
Home Minis-
ter P
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'au'd' disdis5cd'
ways to resolve
the deadlock.
An inconclu-
sive tripartite
meeting was

held in Aizawl last month
between representatives of
the central and Mizoram
Governments and tribal ref-

ugees.
"Both the Centre and

the Mizoram Government
, rejectedour major demands.
We will not return to our
homes unless our vital de-
'mands are fulfilled," said
Chorkhy, who recently vis-
ited New Delhi to apprise
the Central Government
about the "terrible condi-

tions" of Reang tribals in
Mizoram. "The Mizoram
Government's package for
the home-bound refugees
suggested a Rs 20,000 cash
grant instead of Rs 50,000
as promised earlier. The pack-
age also recommenaed a
scattered resettlement of the
35,000 tribal refugees in
three different districts of
Mizoram - Mamit, Kolash-
ib and Lunglei. We want
compact rehabilitation of
the tribals in two districts in

western Mizoram," Chorkhy

told IANS. (IANS) /

AGARTALA,
Jan 9: The Mi-
zoram Govern-
ment will begin
a fresh initiative
to take back the
3.5,000 R,eang,
tPba;
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refug~t ea ers

I
said ~riday aft<:r
meetmgtheMI- ,
zoram chief'
minister in
Tripura.

Reang tribal refugees
have been sheltered in six
north Tripura camps since
1997 after they flea Mizo-
ram following ethnic dash-
es with the majority Mizos.

"Mizoram Chief Minis-
ter Lal Thanhawla assured us
that he would call a Con-
gress LegislatUre Party
(CLP) meeting immediate-
ly to discuss the refugees' re-
e.atriation issue," saId Elvis
l;horkhy, who led the three-
member refugee delegation
that met Lal Thanhawla in
north Tripura.

"The chief minister told
us that the State Govern-
ment, before repatriation of
refugees, woulaidentify and
demarcate the villages and
la'nds to rehabilitate the tri-
b~ls," Chorkhy told report-
ers. Lal Thanhawla vIsited
nbrth Tripura's Mizo-dom-
inated areas on Thursday
and participated in a Mizo
ct1ltural function. There are
soveral thousand Mizos re-
siding in north Tripura ad-
jai:ent to Mizoram.

He told reporters: "It
was not possible to consti-
tute an autonomous coun-
cil for the Reang tribals (lo-
cally called Bru) residing in
Mizoram. The refugees came
to Tripura voluntarily and
they should go to their
homeland willingly." "A
'road map' for the repatria-
tion of tnbal refugees from
Tripura has been prepared
and it was approved oy the
Union Home Ministry," he
added.

Mizoram Bru Displaced
People's Forum (MBDPF),
led DY its president Elvis
Chorkhy, also submitted a
memorandum to Lal
Thanhawla, who left Tripu-
ra on Friday for Aizawl. The
tribal refugees are unwilling
to return to their homes in
Mizoram until their de-
mands for fool-proof secu-
rity and sufficient financial
assistanceareacceptedby the
State Government.

A fact-finding team from
the Asian Centre for Hu-
man Rights (ACHR) in
New Delhi visited Mizoram

and Tripura last
month to facilitate a resolu-
tion to the ethnic conflict
between Reang tribals a\1d
the majprity ofMizos in Mi-
zoram. The tribal refugees'
repatriation from Tripura to

,Mizoram has recently be-
come complicated with vio.
lent mobs III western Mizo-
ram burning down around
700 houses of Reang tribals
last month followlllg the
gunning down of an 18-
year-old Mizo youth by un-
Identified miscreants.

Following the arson and
violence, thousands of dis-
placed Reang tribals have
taken shelter afresh in adja-
cent southern Assam and
northern Tripura. ACHR
director and 1eader of the
fact-finding team Suhas
Chakma told reporters in
Agartala that tiley would
urge the central government
to call a high-level meeting
involving tile chief ministers
ofMizoram and Tripura and
Reang tribal leaders to re-
solve the ethnic problem at
the earliest.




