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Bru refugee leader held by Mizo cops
From Our Correspondent

Agartala: The impasse over the return of Bru refugees sheltered in Kanchanpur subdivision took a new turn when a
refugee leader, who was returning after attending a meeting with Mizoram authority in Aizwal , has been detained by
Mizoram police on Saturday.

The move of Mizoram police has sparked a widespread resentment among Bru refugees as well as the Asian Centre for
Human Rights (ACHR).

While the ACHR has demanded intervention of Union Home Minister P. Chidambaram, the Mizoram Bru Displaced
people’s Forum (MBDPF) on Sunday organized a protest rally at Gachirampara camp.

R Laldangliana, vice president of MBDPF was arrested by personnel of Special Investigation Team (SIT) of Mizoram
Police led by Mr R. S. Liantluanga, Inspector at 3 pm on Sunday when he was returning along with Elvis Chorkhy,
president of the refugee body, S Sawibunga, general secretary and Bruto Meska after holding talks with the authority of
Mizoram government on Saturday at Aizwal.

In the meeting, the discussion was focused on the return of the newly arrived displaced Brus. The MBDPF requested
the government of Mizoram to take measures to facilitate immediate return of the Brus by May 2010.

However, Additional Home Secretary to the Mizoram government of Mizoram T V Sambawl stated that the Centre had
not allocated any funds for the return of the Brus who fled in November 20009.

Further, the Deputy Commissioner of Mamit District, Zothankhuma stated that it will take at least six months to prepare
the Mizos of Mamit district whether they would allow the return of the Brus. Chorkhy condemned the move of the
Mizoram police and demanded immediate release of the detained refugee leader.

Terming the act as sabotage to the discussion on return of the refugees, he said that hundreds of refugees hit the street
of Gachirampara in protest against the detention of the refugee leader.

"We are surprised at the way Mizoram police behave with us. The move is aimed to derail the discussion on
repatriation of the Reang refugees”, he said.

The ACHR also condemned the arrest of R Laldangliana. In a letter to Home Minister P Chidambaram, it said that the
Mizoram government took this condemnable measure to derail the ongoing discussion.

"We urged the Union Home Minister to take necessary step so that the detained refugee leader could get released
immediately", said Suhas Chakma, director of the ACHR.
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