# who is caught can expect a severe beating,
Three people were shol dead by tha secu-
rity farces in provincial towns last week-
end and several were shot and injured in
Kathmandu on April 1ath,

The opposition, bucyed by its success,
has extended its general serike indefinitely,
bt there are dangers ahead for the polit-
cal parties, According to Bharat Mohan Ad-
hikarl, an opposition leader, the move-
ment has taken on a life of iz own, with
demonstrations taking place spontane
ously. While some evenis, such as a
and orderly gathering in the Kathmandn
suburb of Kirtipur, have been principled
and impressive, in other places gangs of
vouths have burned vehicles and intimi-
dated the public. For the parties, maintain-
ing eonfrol 18 & serious problem,

Few people in Kathmandu expect the
government to fall soon. Unlike in 1990,
the link with the Maoists makes any politi-
cal snlution much harder to find. Butthe re-
aime now looks badly wounded. m
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The east is red
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And sois the centre

Fﬂ? almost 40 years, increasingly large
areas of India's remota rural hinterland
have heen disrupted by Macist-inspired
rabel armies, known as Naxalites, who op-
pose conventional government. 1 the
edrly years they were perindically crushed
in the states of West Bengal and Andhm
Pradesh (ae). Bue ower the past four years
inadequate palicing and lethargic govern:
ments have enabled them (o increase. Last
year, about 900 people were killed in Nax-
ilite-inspired elashes. The number for the
firstthree months of this yearisnearly 30%
up on the same period last year.

Five months ago, Naxalites invaded a
o in the state of Bihar and freed more
than 350 priseners from jail In February,
26 villagers were killed by & landmine in
Chhartisgarh as they returned from an
anti-Naxalite meeting. And on April sth
rruain-line railway tracks were Blown up in
Hikar. The government admits that 76 of
India’s 602 districts are badly affected,
though the Asian Centre fior Human Rights
siays Naxalites have influgnce in 165 dis-
tricts, stretching from the bonder with Ne-
piil down through eastern and central In-
dia to the edge of Karnatika in the south,

VK. Duggal, the interior ministry's tap
civil servant, echoed his ministry's usual
sanguine ling & week ago when ke called
the situation “by and large under contral™,
Manmohan Singh, India’s prime minister,

seems to disagree. Om April 13th he was
dise to address a meating of chiel ministers
of 13 affected states about how to tackle the
problem. Ar & similar meeling a year ago,
he said extremism had “huge societal
costs”, impairing investment, employ
ment and aducation.

The impact on the #eonomy and on for
vign investment is lilkely o grow. Alumi:
nium companies have for many years
steered away from the bauxite mining ar-
eas of AF because of the risks. Contractors
an India’s $40 billion road-building pro-
gramme have been disrapred by attacks
and threats, especially in Bihar. Now Nax-
alite and Mardst groups have threatened
I turget mining operations in the state of
Tharkhand's mineral-rich areas, where Ror
terdam-based Mittal Steel, India's Tats
Steel and others have digwn up plans for
multi-hillion doliar plants,

The Maxalites are a complex group.
They take their namé from Naxalbari, a
West Bengal village where the movement
wis founded in 1967, They were wiped out
therewithin eight years by tough police ac-
tion, ard nest surfaced in the 19605 as the
People's Wir Group (ew ehin &n indepen-
dence-minded area of ar called Telugina,
Conflict betwern castes in Bihar led to the
creation of the Maocist Communist Centre
in the midagsos. This then memged two
vears agpo with the rwro and started o
bruild Ioose links with neighbouring Ne-
pal, where Maoist rehels now comtrol sig:
nificant areas of the country, and with less
significant groups in Bangladesh and Sri
Lanka

The moverment thrives in remone, oftan
densely forested areas, especially whera
tribal peaple risk losing land to develop-
ment projects, “These areas have fallen off
the map of governance as econnmie 1ih-
erafisation has fucused government atten-
tiom elsewhere,” says Ajal Sahnl, director
of the Delhi-based Institute of Conflict
Management. Lack of international con-
cerm has encouraged government leth-
argy. Mr Singh wants o tackle this with a
national policy that forces individual
states to introduce effsctive policing, ples
social-policy initiatives specially aimed ar
fribal arcas. But the Maxalities keep grow:
mestronger. |




