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THE CHIEF SECRETARY . _ i
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Sub : Complaint from . : i _ A e ' S : _ : L :
SH. SUHAS CHAKMA, DIRECTOR ; :
ASIAN CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, PO BOX
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WEST DELHI DELHL 110058

Sir/Madam,

lam directed to say that the matter was consldcrcd by the Commissmn on. 19!08[2009 and
the Commission has dlrcctcd as follows. .

Mohan Lal, a poor rickshaw puller, became a victim of pohce atroczty He was suspecred of
 involvement in some burglaries which had taken place at Jammu. On 21st June, 2003, he was pxcked up
by Jammu Police from Amritsar and taken to Jammu for mten’ogauon There is medical evidence to
indicate that he was sub]ected to third degree torture during interrogation. Ultimately, he died in
District Police Lines Hospital, Jammu on 2nd July, 2003. The incident was brought to. the nat!ce of
: Comm.szsmn by Shri Suhas Chalana, Dzrector, Aszan Cemre far Human Rzghrs.

o

' The Stare Govemmen: of J&K demed in its commumcatron dated 24th December; 2003 Ihat Mohan Lal
had been conrmuously in the custody of police . since 21st June, 2003. It was claimed irthe ;
communication that Mohan Lal had been let off on 22nd June, 2003 zt.s'egf with the instruction to as.srst

_ infinding the gang leader. It was ﬁm:her stated that he voluntarily came to the police station on 1 B
July, 2003 and immediately aﬂer arrival at the police station, he complained of dysentem Accordmg :
to rhe State Gavenvnenr, the cause qf death was dehydratlan and mﬁcnon .

Post mortem on the dead body ofMohan Lal was conducted rwzce & ﬁrst at Jammu and then at - P

Amritsar. While the ﬁrst post mortem report mentloned only 16 ante mortem injuries, the second posr A _' Py
mortem conducted at Amritsar revealed 41 ante mortem injuries including incised wounds, blisters and i
electric current marks. Since the post mortem report prepared at Medical College, Amritsar indicated

torture, the Commission issued show cause notice to the Government of J&K u/s 18 of the Protection of

Human Rights Act, 1993 and called upon it to aplam why it should not be asked to give some monetary

relief to the next of kin of the deceased. The State Government has not responded to the show cause

nofice. : : o !

Ante mortem injuries like electric current marks and blisters which are reflected in the second post

mortem report prepared at Amritsar, indicate torture of the worst kind. Merely because a personis

suspected of involvement in incidents of theft, the investigating agency is not entitled to treat the suspect

in such cruel manner. Passing of electric current through a human body in order to elicit information S Jr" j f
about the crime like burglary is against all canons of civilized investigation. Itis a Slagrant violation of

kuman rights. Considering the age of the victim, his starzon in sze and also the other arcumstances of
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the casv, the Commission recommends to the Government of J&K to pay a sum of Rs.Five lakhs as
monetary relief to the next of kin of deceased Mohan Lal. Chief Secretary, Gevernment of J&K shall
submit compliance report with proof of payment within eight weeks.

It is therefore, requested that the compliance report in the matter be sent to the Commission
latest by 05/11/2009, so that the same could be placed before the Commission.

Yours fait

ASSISTANT REGI
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'\ésums CHAKMA, DIRECTOR
ASIAN CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, PO BOX

9627, JANAKPURI -
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