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The matter relates to the complaint of Shri Tejang Chakma, Complaints Coordinator, National Campaign for Prevention of
Torture alleging that an under-trial prisoner Silasho s/o Shisho, aged 50, had died in Manipur Central Jail, Sajiwa under
mysterious circumstances. The complainant urged the Commission to make an inquiry in the matter. The Commission
vide proceedings dated 05/05/2013 recommended the State Government of Manipur through its Chief Secretary to pay
compensation of Rs. 2 Lakhs to the next of kin of the deceased under-trial prisoner Silasho s/o Shisho, aged 50 and to
submit the compliance report along with proof of payment to the submitted within six weeks. The matter was last
considered by the Commission on 16/01/2017. On 16/01/2017, the Commission observed and directed thus:- “The
Commission perused the record and observed that Chief Secretary Government of Manipur has not submitted the
compliance report along with proof of payment of the monetary compensation of Rs. 2,00,000/- (Rupees Two Lakhs Only)
recommended to be paid to the next-of-kin of the deceased under-trail prisoner Silasho s/o Shisho despite reminder dated
12.05.2014 and 29.08.2014. Though the Joint Secretary (Home) Government of Manipur vide a communication dated
15.09.2014 has intimated the Commission in this regard, that the matter has been placed before the State Cabinet
Department for taking a decision by the State Cabinet as and when the decision is taken by the State Cabinet it shall it
intimated to the Commission. Therefore, the Joint Secretary (Home) Government of Manipur requested for extension of
time period of two months with effect from 15.09.2014. However, no reply was received from, the State of Manipur, till
date. The Commission vide a communication dated 27.07.2015 provided a last opportunity to the Chief Secretary,
Government of Manipur to submit compliance report along with proof of payment. However, no report has been received
from the Chief Secretary Government of Manipur. The Commission draws the attention of the Chief Secretary
Government of Manipur towards the provisions of Section 18(e) of the Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993 which reads
as under:- "the Commission shall send a copy of its inquiry report together with its recommendations to the concerned
Government or authority and the concerned Government or authority shall, Within a period of one month, or such further
time as the Commission may allow, forward its comments on the report, including the action taken or proposed to be taken
thereon, to the Commission". The provision of the above said section which clearly states that the State Government is
bound to forward its comment on the report/recommendation of the Commission, including the action taken or proposed to
be taken thereon. The Commission further draws attention of the Chief Secretary of Manipur that the deceased prisoner
has found a nylon rope in the jail for hanging himself which indicates negligence on the part of the prisoner officials. For
such negligence the State is vicariously liable and therefore, the human rights of the deceased prisoner as well as his
family member have been violated by the public authorities and they are liable to compensate for the same to the next-of-
kin of the deceased. In view of the above the Chief Secretary Government of Manipur is asked to submit report/action
taken or proposed to be taken on the recommendation of the Commission within 4 weeks positively.” Pursuant to the
directions of the Commission the Deputy Secretary (Home), Government of Manipur, Imphal has submitted the report
dated 25/05/2017 which reveals that the compensation amount of Rs.2,,00,000/- (Rupees Two Lakhs Only) has been
disbursed to Smt. Zhainai, legal wife/next of kin of the deceased Sailasho S/o Late M.Shisho of Phaibung Khunou Vilage,
Tadubi PS of Senapati District on 22/12/2015. Proof of payment has also been enclosed. Since the monetary
compensation has been paid to the next of kin of the deceased and injured victim, the Commission is not inclined to
proceed further in the matter. Hence the case is closed.

Concluded and No Further Action Required (Dated 12/7/2017 )
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These proceadings shall be read in continuation of (he sadier proceedings. Shri Tejang Chakma, Complainis Coordinator,
National Campaigrn for Prevention of Torture made a comiplaint allsging that an under-tial pnsoner Silasho s/o Shisha,
aged 50, had died in Manipur Central Jail, Sajiwa under mysterous circumstances. The complainant urged the
Commission to make an inguiry in the maiter. Vide proceedings daled 5/5/13, tha Commisslon recommended (o the
Stale of Manipur through its Chief Secretary te pay compensation of Rs.lwo lakhs to the next of kin of the deceased
undar-lrial prisoner Silasho /o Shisho, aged 50.. The compliance repost along with proof of payment was to be submitted
within six weeks. The requisile report has not yel been received. Issue a reminder Lo the Chief Sacretary, Governmanl of
tdanipur to submit Lhe reguisite proof of payment within b weeks.

Additional informatlon Callad for {Datad 4/16/2014 )
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These proceedings shall be read in continuation of the earier proceedings. Shri Tejang Chakma,
Complaints Coordinator, Naticnal Campaign for Prevention of Torture made a complaint alleging
that an under-trial prisoner Silasho s/oShisho, aged 50, had died in Manipur Central Jaii, Sajiwa
under mysterious circumstances. The complainant urged the Commission to make an inquiry in
the matter. Vide proceedings dated 17/9/12, the Commission consideted the material placed on
record and issued a notice to the Government of Manipur requiring it to show cause why
monetary relief u/s 18 of PHR Act be not given to the next of kin of the deceased. In response
the Commission has received the reply dated 22/10/12 from the Under Secretary, Government
of Manipur that the jail department has refuted that there was any negligence on the part of the
jail officials. The report dated 6§/10/12 from the Supdt.. Manipur Central Jail, Imphal / Sajwa
mention thal a nylon mosquito net is issued to the prisoner which was used by him to commit
suicide by hanging. Nylon rope was not used by the prisoner that could indicate negligence of
the jail officials. Hence monetary compensation may not be granted to the NOK of the
deceased, The Commission has considered the material placed on record. Vide proceedings
dated 17/9/12, the Commission cbserved that the deceased prisoner could find a nylan rope in
jail for hanging himself indicales negligence on the pant of prison officials. For such negligence,
the State is vicariously liable. The contention of the Stale to deny the financial relief to the NOK
of the deceased, on the ground, thal the prisoner had used the nylon net issued 1o him and not
the nylon rope to hang himself does not absolvwe the prison authorities. The fact remains that the
prisoner commiited suicide by hanging, using nylon net by converting it to a rope. The
Commission is of the opinion that the detaining authority had not taken adeguate precaution to
prevent the prisoner from harming himself. For this breach of duty in taking care of the prisoner,
the State must bear liability. The Commission, therefore recommends to the State of Manipur
through its Chief Secretary to pay compensation of Rs. 2 Lakhs the next of kin of the deceased
unger-triat prisoner Silashe sfo Shisho, aged 50,. The compliance report along with proof of
payment to be submitled within six weeks.

Relief granted [Compensation, Disciplinary & Prosecution] {Dated 5/7/2013 )

Compliagnees of the Comnussion's recommendalion hy the sonweried suthony s awatisd.
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